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The title “Watershed Ripples” refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which
impacts the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which
affects our natural resources.

Tiny Transmitters
Ticks!!!

These bloodsucking pests seem to be receiving a lot of attention lately. These
tiny transmitters of diseases are growing in unwanted numbers as their range spreads. The
more we know, the more we can protect ourselves, family, friends, and pets. Ticks are
everywhere: playgrounds, parks, backyards, even homes. Even when the snow flies, some
species like the blacklegged or deer tick are active year-round as long as temperatures are
above freezing. So just because it’s cold out, don’t let your guard down.
Ticks are not insects. They are in the arachnid family and do have some natural predators
such as birds, ants, and other spiders. Unfortunately, these predators have a very diverse
diet and ticks are not a main ingredient. And with just one female laying up to 2,000
eggs, there are a lot of ticks to devour. Host species include deer, mice, chipmunks and
other small mammals. Some hosts like the Virginia opossum are fanatic groomers and
may help eliminate upwards of 5,000 ticks in one season. So if you see this slow moving
marsupial crossing the road...slow down.
Contrary to popular belief, deer do not carry the bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi, which
causes Lyme disease, but they do carry ticks. The bacteria comes from mice such as deer
and white-footed. Ongoing studies found that placing tubes
containing bedding material laced with a pesticide
(Damminix, Thermacell, etc.) in a tick-preferred wooded,
grassy habitat helps decrease the population. By treating
their main host and disease transmitter with a pesticide it
kills the ticks. Ticks can carry many diseases and some are
species specific. The four main ticks and their diseases that
are found in Ohio are: Blacklegged Tick-Powassan disease,
Lyme disease, Borrelia miyamotoi infection, Babesiosis,
Anaplasmosis, Brown Dog Tick-Rocky Mountain spotted
fever, American Dog Tick-Tularemia, Rocky Mountain
spotted fever, and the Lone Star Tick-Tularemia,
STARI, Ehrlichiosis. The biggest offender seems to be Inside this Issue:
the blacklegged or deer tick. The attached map
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identifies the range as of 2016.
We need to learn to safely navigate our natural
environment with these parasites. In their larva stage
some are no bigger than the “o” in bloodsucker. On
page 2 you will find further information and a
identification chart.
This can be cut out and
laminated. Safe hiking and exploring!

Tick Fact Sheet (Cut out and
save)
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Poster Contest
Area II Envirothon
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Here’s the Dirt…
What’s Happening
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What You Can Do







What can you do in your yard?
Clean up brush piles, rake and pick up leaves especially
early in the season
Cut grass short, create a barrier between brush and yard
Keep wood piles orderly to discourage rodents
Spray lawns with an pesticide/insecticide, place mice tubes
Pull bird feeder in at night to discourage raccoons, mice,
and other rodents
Be aware of tick nests and destroy them (small pile of shiny,
eggs)








Symptoms- As early as 3 days after bite

You have a tick, now what





Safely explore and enjoy the outdoors
Tuck pants into boots, wear light colored clothing
Stay on trail and avoid high grass areas
Spray clothes with permethrin and let dry
Before going inside or back into your car, check clothes,
seams, and under hoods, use a lint roller or duck tape
Place clothes in dryer for a minimum of 10 minutes on
high to kill any ticks
Check body, behind ears, knees, pant line, waistline, groin

Do not cover with essential oil, petroleum
jelly, gas, or flame
Grab close to the skin and pull straight
up so you get the head
Place tick in bag and save for
possible testing later (if you
choose)
Disinfect area, be alert for
symptoms







Fever, chills, headache, fatigue, muscle, and joint aches,
and swollen lymph nodes, rash (not always)
Dizziness, heart palpitations, neck pain, memory loss,
muscle control issues

Resources
Ohioline.osu.edu, odh.ohio.gov, wildlife.ohiodnr.gov,
cdc.gov, lymedisease.org, tickencounter.org
Photo credits- CDC, TickEncounter, ODH

Tick Species Found in Ohio
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“Healthy Soils Are Full of Life” 2017
Conservation Poster Contest
The 2017 Poster Contest
theme is “Healthy Soils Are
Full of Life!” Visit the District
w e b s i t e
a t
www.geaugaswcd.com to view
the 2016 winning posters and
for entry forms for the 2017
Poster Contest.

“We All Need Trees” 2016 Conservation Poster
Contest Winners
Last year the Geauga SWCD and the Ohio Federation
of Soil and Water Conservation Districts Auxiliary
sponsored the 2016 Conservation Poster Contest. The
purpose of the contest was to instill in youth an
appreciation for the environment and the need to
protect our precious soil and water resources.
The 2016 theme was “We All Need Trees.” The
Geauga SWCD winners of the 2016 contest were as
follows: Grades K-1: 1st place Kohana Mori and 2nd
place Ashley Wennerstrom, both of Timmons
Elementary School; Grades 2-3: 1st place Brianna
Trivisonno Home School; Grades 4-6: 1st place Abbigail
McGee of Hamden Elementary
School
and 2nd place-Sarah
Skutta of Cardinal Middle
School; Grades 7-9: 1st place
Samantha Stephens and 2nd place
Madeline Scarvelli both of
Kenston Middle School.
The 1st place winners Kohana Mori, Brianna
Trivisonno, Abbigail McGee, and Samantha Stephens
moved on to the State Competition. Congratulations
to all of the talented youth of Geauga County.

Soil to Spoon
Program Digs into Geauga County Schools
A program partnership with Geauga
SWCD and Geauga County Farm Bureau
gives Geauga County students a special
visit from a local farmer and a hands-on
soil to spoon activity!
Programs are geared to 3rd and 4th grade
but can be adjusted to other grades. If you would like
to schedule a Soil to Spoon program please contact,
Katie Nainiger at knainiger@geaugaswcd.com or 440834-1122.
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Save the Date! Area II Envirothon
hosted by Summit and Medina
SWCD in Summit County on May
3rd!
The 2017 Northeast Ohio High School
Envirothon is an academic, outdoor
environmental competition for students
in grades 9-12. Teams are tested on their
knowledge of soils, forestry, aquatics,
wildlife, and current environmental
issues. The current environmental issue has a specific theme which
changes annually. This year’s theme is Agricultural Soil and Water
Conservation Stewardship. Working together the students gain teambuilding skills, knowledge of science, and appreciation for local natural
resources. Last year nearly 350 students, coaches, and volunteers from
17 counties in Northeast Ohio participated in the event hosted by
Stark County.
This year the event will be held on Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at Buffalo
Creek Retreat, Seville, OH, Summit County. The top four teams from
this event will represent our area at the Ohio Envirothon, June 11-13,
2017 at Ohio Christian University, Circleville, OH.
If you have questions or need more information, please contact Katie
Nainiger, knainiger@geaugaswcd.com. Please visit www.envirothon.org
for more information on State and North American Envirothon
competitions or www.geaugaswcd.com for Area II information. Good
luck Geauga County Envirothon Teams!

Free Envirothon Resource Tote for Loan! A special thank you to
Western Reserve Land Conservancy for their generous and continued
support of the Envirothon
Competition. Through
their recent donation over
$600 in resources, field
guides, and research tools
are now available for
Geauga County Envirothon
advisors and their teams to
prepare for the envirothon
competition. The tote is
full of great resources such
as Field Guide to Aquatic
Macroinvertebrates,
Elements of the Nature and Properties of Soil, Newcomb Field Guide
to Wildflowers, Sibley’s Field Guide to Birds,
and much, much more.
If you are interested in signing out the
Envirothon Tote, please contact Katie
Nainiger at knainiger@geaugaswcd.com or
440-834-1122. Thank you again to Western
Reserve Land Conservancy!

Watershed Ripples...Here’s the Dirt
Bee aware
June 19-25
is Pollinator Week! Bees
are just one of our many
pollinators. You can
help by planting native
host plants.
And support local beekeepers, buy local
honey!
For more information visit
http://pollinator.org/index.html.
Ohio Department of Education Launches
New Mobile App
According to the Ohio Department
of Education (ODE) “Ohio families
can now get the latest education
news, search for schools in their
neighborhoods, and look at their
schools report card right from their
smartphones. The ODE launched a new app which
allows you to stay up to date on a variety of resources for
educators and families: school report cards, update
notifications, district and school grades prior to moving to
an area, navigate a District, and contact the school directly
through in-app use.
For more information visit
www.education.ohio.gov or your app store.

2017 Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation
Camp (OFWC)
Congratulations David Cavanagh,
Calahan Heiss, and Kenny Kirk as the
2017 Geauga OFWC scholarship award
recipients. The OFWC Camp is held
June 11-16, 2017, at FFA Camp Muskingum in Carroll
County. Sponsored by the Ohio Forestry Association,
this weeklong residential camp for high school students
explores many branches of forest ecology. Visit
geaugaswcd.com or call 440-834-1122 ext. 2 if you have
any questions.

Your Geauga SWCD Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger-Conservation Education Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com, 440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty-Education/Communications Specialist

gprunty@geaugaswcd.com, 440-834-1122 ext. 2
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The Wonders of Watersheds for Teachers
Outdoor Explorations for Classroom Applications
Are you interested in
acquiring graduate credits,
looking for creative lessons
to incorporate learning
standards into your
curriculum, or seeking
enriching resources to
enhance your students’
success? Don’t miss your
chance to attend a unique
summer workshop
sponsored by the Geauga and Portage Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (SWCDs). The workshop is open to educators of all grades
and disciplines, proven an effective and engaging training, and
offers affordable graduate credits through Ashland University.
The Advanced Wonders of Watersheds will be held June 26-28th.
This is an intensive 3-day program at Old Woman Creek National
Estuary in Huron, Ohio. This once-in-a-lifetime experience includes
scientific investigations, activities, and the unique opportunity to
collect research data on Lake Erie with the United States Geological
Survey Lake Erie Biological Station. Participants receive Healthy
Water Healthy People, The Wonders of Wetlands, Aquatic Wild, and
Teachers on the Estuary (T.O.T.E.) curriculum guides.
For more information visit geaugaswcd.com or contact Gail Prunty
at gprunty@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122.

Save the Date
2017 Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp
Contact District for Scholarship
June 11-16, 2017
Geauga SWCD Spring Tree Sale Pickup
April 21-22, 2017
Area II Envirothon-Hosted by Summit SWCD
Buffalo Creek Retreat
May 3, 2017
Conservation Poster Contest “Healthy Soils are Full of Life”
Deadline April 24, 2016
State Envirothon-Ohio Christian University, Circleville, OH
June 11-13, 2017
Geauga SWCD Advanced “Wonders of Watershed” Workshop
June 26-28, 2017
Mothapalooza-Shawnee State Park
July 7-9, 2017
National Conservation Foundation (North American) Envirothon
Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, Maryland
July 23-29, 2017

