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1. Silt fence shall be constructed before

upslope land disturbance begins.

. All silt fence shall be placed as close to the
contour as possible so that water will not
concentrate at low points in the fence and
so that small swales or depressions which
may carry small concentrated flows to the
silt fence are dissipated along its length.

. To prevent water ponded by the silt fence
from flowing around the ends, each end
shall be constructed upslope so that the
ends are at a higher elevation.

. Where possible, silt fence shall be placed
on the flattest area available.

. Where possible, vegetation shall be
preserved for 5 ft. (or as much as possible)
upslope from the silt fence. If vegetation is
removed, it shall be reestablished within 7
days from the installation of the silt fence.

. The height of the silt fence shall be a
minimum of 16 in. above the original
ground surface.

- The silt fence shall be placed in a trench
cut a minimum of 6 in. deep. The trench
shall be cut with a trencher, cable laying
machine, or other suitable device which
will ensure adequate uniform trench depth.

The silt fence shall be placed with the
stakes on the downslope side of the
geotextile and so that the 8 in. of cloth are
below the ground surface. Excess
material shall lay on the bottom of the 6-in.
deep trench. The trench shall be
backfilled and compacted.

Seams between sections of silt fence shall
be overlapped with the end stakes of each
section wrapped together before driving
into the ground.

. Maintenance - Silt fence shall allow runoff

to pass only as diffuse flow through the
geotextile. If runoff overtops the silt fence,
flows under or around the ends, or in any
other way becomes a concentrated flow,
one of the following shall be performed, as
appropriate: 1) The layout of the silt fence
shall be changed, 2) Accumulated
sediment shall be removed, or 3) Other
practices shall be installed.

Criteria for Silt Fence Materials

Fence Posts - The length shall be a
minimum of 32 in. long. Wood posts will
be 2 by 2 in. hardwood of sound quality.
The maximum spacing between posts
shall be 10 ft.

Silt Fence Fabric (See chart below)

Fabric Properties Values Test Method
Grab Tensile Strength 90 Ib. minimum ASTM D 1682
Mullen Burst Strength 190 psi minimum ASTM D 3786

Slurry Flow Rate

0.3 gal/min/ft maximum

Equivalent Opening Size 40-80

US Std. Sieve CW-02215

k Ultraviolet Radiation Stability

90% minimum

ASTM-G-26




