








DISTRICT EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS

Congratulations to Geauga County Envirothon Teams

The Envirothon is an annual, international competition that has proven to be an exciting and useful tool
for incorporating environmental education into high school classrooms. Schools participate in teams, each
consisting of five dedicated students. Students compete first in an “Area” competition, and Ohio is divided
into five areas. The four highest scoring teams of each Area advance to the State Envirothon. Geauga
County students competed at the Area II Envirothon, which was held at Camp Asbury in Portage County
on April 29", Representing 17 counties in North/Northeastern Ohio, the Area IT Envirothon was an intense

83 team competition.

Once again, Geauga County made their mark and two teams, both from Chardon High School, will be
moving on to the State Envirothon. The Red Team placed 1% and the Black Team placed 3™ at the area level.
Both teams will be competing at the State Envirothon June 7-9 at Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio. The
following team members helped bring Chardon to victory at the Area II Envirothon with the guidance of
Marilyn Rohr as their Envirothon advisor:

Red Team: James Porter, Kate Best, Claire Dorsett, Jacob Smearman, and Kevin Morgan

Black Team: Chloe Goodlive, Peter Schmidt, Katherine Walker, Thomas Benz, and Melissa Morgan

Kenston, Ledgemont, and West Geauga each brought two teams to competition with Kenston A in tenth
place and receiving 1* place medals in Biodiversity and Forestry. Chardon Red team also received two 1*
place medals in Soils and (tying with Kenston) Biodiversity.

Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District would like to congratulate the Geauga County teams on their

outstanding performances and wish Chardon good luck at the state competition! For more information on
how your school can get involved in the Envirothon competition call Ron Etling at (440) 834-1122 ext. 5.

Geauga SWCD Offers Emerging Completed application, an academic reference letter, and official current

Opportunities in Education

The Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District
continues its commitment to education by offering two
unique opportunities to Geauga County. For the first
time, the District is proud to offer a scholarship for
college students who are pursuing a degree in agriculture,
conservation, natural resources, environmental science,
or related field. One $1000.00 scholarship will be
awarded to a student to assist them in their long-term
career choice. For more scholarship details and a copy of
the application, please visit the Geauga SWCD website
at www.geaugaswcd.com.

Looking Back...

Can you name this historic feature in Geauga County?
(Find the answer on Page 6.)

college transcripts are due to the Geauga SWCD office by 4 pm
August 3, 2009.

The Geauga SWCD also offered grants for the 2008-2009
school year to enhance outdoor education in Geauga
County schools. This year’s recipients Katie Ritts, biology
teacher at Ledgemont High School, and Mike Sustin,
science teacher at West Geauga High School, each received
$750.00 to enhance their outdoor education.

“Ledgemont High School is building an AP Environmental
Science Program for the 2009-2010 school year. The
funds will purchase essential lab materials required
for the extensive field experiments required for the AP
Environmental class. Ron Etling, educator for the District,
has helped to increase environmental awareness through frequent visits to
Ledgemont as a guest speaker for my classes and Envirothon team.” shares
Katie Ritts.

Mike Sustin from West Geauga shares future plans with the awarded grant
monies. “Most recently, West Geauga High School was awarded a grant
from Geauga SWCD for the development of an outdoor environmental
education curriculum that will be shared throughout the school district.

The funds were used to purchase a large travel trunk loaded with valuable
materials for conducting aquatic ecosystem lessons at the vernal pool. The
kit includes everything from buckets, magnifying glasses, field guides, and
clipboards to a GPS unit and models of animal skulls, tracks, and scat. The
generous support offered by the Geauga SWCD will provide teachers the
much needed tools to keep West best!” said an enthusiastic Mike Sustin.

Congratulations to Katie Ritts and Mike Sustin for their hard work and
dedication to environmental education!
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