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Geauga SWCD has been committed to helping our county 
residents connect the impact of our daily choices to the health 
of our streams and watersheds.    In June 2008, Geauga SWCD 
was awarded a Great Lakes Commission Grant through the 
Great Lakes Basin Program for Soil Erosion & Sediment 
Control.  The District’s project, entitled The Chagrin River 
Education Project, promotes stream practices that protect and 
improve our headwaters to the Chagrin River, and ultimately 
to Lake Erie.  Geauga SWCD received $18,942 to implement 
the five education strategies outlined below.  Let us continue 
to work hard and improve the health of our precious water 
resources.  

With funds from the Great Lakes Commission Grant, 
Geauga SWCD will offer the following services:

1)  Continue the Stormwater, Phase II, and You Program   	       	
     Series to educate homeowners about stormwater issues.

2)  The printing and distribution of 11,000 manuals, 		
     including: 

Rain Garden Manuals for Homeowners•	
Oil & Gas Wells: Better Environmental Coordination •	
for Drilling in Your Community
Riparian Areas and Setbacks: A Guide to Promoting •	
the Use of Natural Resources in Stormwater 
Management 
The Sustainable Sugarbush: •	
Conserving Ohio’s Sweet Gift

3)  Host a GONE GREEN: 			 
     Environmentally Friendly Lawn and                                                    	
     Garden Tour, which will showcase    	
     rain gardens and sustainable garden    	
     practices during the summer of    	
     2010.

4) Provide follow-up surveys of 	
     educational efforts within the 	
     NPDES Phase II communities.

5) Rain Garden Installation for Homeowners!  Provide 		
     funding to homeowners to offset costs associated with       	
     installing rain gardens.  Funding will pay for 100 square 	
     feet of plants for rain gardens installed within the Chagrin 	
     River Watershed.  Requests are limited to the first 11 		
     participants. Contact our office at (440) 834-1122 ext. 2 		
     for more information.

Geauga SWCD invites you to get down and dirty with the 2009 
Conservation Poster Contest.   “DIG IT!  The Secrets of Soil” is this 
year’s theme, corresponding with the Smithsonian’s traveling “DIG 
IT!” exhibition, currently at the Smithsonian Natural History Museum 
in Washington, D.C. until 2010.  Our annual contest is open to all 
students, grades K - 12, and provides the opportunity for students to 
research and creatively express their ideas on natural resource issues 
while reinforcing academic content standards.  For more information 
about our poster contest, please contact the District at (440) 834-
1122.  The deadline for poster entries is April 24, 2009.

DISTRICT  EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS

 Protecting Lake Erie: 
The District’s Education Efforts are Rewarded

Did You Know? 
According to ODNR Division of  Mineral Resources Management, approximately 1,068 oil and gas wells were drilled in 49 counties last 
year, an increase of 111 wells from 2006.  The top 10 counties in number of new wells drilled were Monroe, Geauga, Cuyahoga, Tuscarawas, 
Trumbull, Stark, Licking, Holmes, Knox, and Mahoning.  For more information on oil and gas well drilling in Geauga County, visit www.
geaugaswcd.com for a complete version of our publication, “Oil & Gas Wells: Better Environmental Coordination for Drilling in Your 
Community”.

Soil interpretation is just one component of the 

Envirothon competition.  Here local students discuss 

test results with Al Bonnis of the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service at the Area 2 Quad Envirothon.

2009 Northeast Ohio Area II Envirothon 
Since 2005, what county has proudly represented Ohio 
each year in the North American Canon Envirothon?...     	
		            GEAUGA! 

For four consecutive years, Geauga County’s very own Chardon 
High School has won the state Envirothon competition, and 
proudly represented us at the Canon Envirothon.  Congratulations!  
Now is the time to get your high school students involved in this 
exciting, engaging, and rewarding environmental competition 
called the ENVIROTHON!  

The 2009 Area II Envirothon will be held on Wednesday, April 
29th at Camp Asbury in Hiram (Portage County).  Hosted by 
the Portage & Summit SWCDs, this year’s Envirothon theme is 
“Biodiversity in a Changing World”.  For more information on 
how your school can get involved in the Envirothon competition, 
visit www.geaugaswcd.com/envirothon.htm or call (440) 834-
1122 x5.


